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Welcome to the Leveled Reader Nonfiction Templates

We hope these templates will be a useful tool for you as you design children’s
books.

What You’ll Need to Know to Use the Templates

These templates were designed using Adobe InDesign software. To use the
templates, you will need the InDesign application. You can find a free seven-day
trial of Adobe InDesign here: https://www.adobe.com/products/indesign/free-
trial-download.html

You will also need to have working knowledge of the InDesign software. To
brush up on your InDesign skills, there are many tutorials on the Adobe website:
https://creativecloud.adobe.com/cc/learn/app/indesign

You can find many tutorials and answers to questions by searching Google.

The InDesign skills you will need include:

— Creating text boxes, selecting and sizing typography

— Creating image boxes and importing images

— Creating color palettes

— Knowledge of Parent Pages

— Knowledge of Layers

— Knowledge of Character and Paragraph Styles

— Knoeledge of CC Libraries

— Some skills in type manipulation for book cover

— Basic understanding of preparing files for offset printing



Naming Your InDesign Files and Assets
InDesign Files

Please name your files using a clear system, such as the following:
COUNTRY NAME ABBREVIATION_BOOK TITLE__LEVEL# language(s)
For example:

SN_MONARCHS L3 fra

If the book is in more than one language:
SN_MONARCHS L3 fre_wol

Country name abbreviations: please use two letter international country
codes. International country codes can be found here:
https://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/country_code_list.ntm

Language abbreviations: please use ISO 639-3 codes to specify the
language(s). ISO codes can be found here:
https://is0639-3.sil.org/code tables/639/data

Illustration Files and Other Assets

llustrations should be named as follows:
book title_illustration #

For example:

monarchs_1, monarchs_2, etc

Other assets, such as logos, author photos, etc., can be named accordingly:
company logo, author photo_1, author photo—2, etc.



About Your Templates

The Leveled Reader Nonfiction template is 155mm x 210mm.

Vionerohe

Cover

What Do

7 quaeque electram
Monarchs Eat? nec exnamet sl

at essent

Electram

Interior Spread

Photo by Suzanne D. Williams on Unsplash

Photos by James Wheeler on Unsplash



Design Elements and Sample Layouts

The Reader Nonfiction book contains design elements to bring your content to
life in a visually exciting way. The following pages demonstrate some commonly
used design elements.

Decorative rules and borders Pointer box with label and text Side bar

Beware!

MONARCH
PREDATORS

Ad pri sonet
persequeris. Omnium
fastidii nec ut. Ut
primis iudicabit nam,

ex his velit error,
audiam principes pro
ut. Ea vim partem
dolorem recusabo. Hinc
elaboraret per an, te
oblique commune mea.

Transparent text box Photo box with label

Large photo by James Wheeler. Mantis and ants by oktavianus mulyadi. Oriole by Mark Gutowski

All on Unsplash



Full page photo

Speech bubble

Cu prima meli
grae nam, ei vel
tempor theophrastus.
Nec rebum sanctus
ne. Eum mod omnis
definiebas te.

Character guide Pointer box with label

Photo by Alex Guillaume on Unsplash

Photo by Erin Minuskin on Unsplash



Large text box

Metamorphosis

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, ex eum dolore
quodsi. Cu prima meliore graecis nam, ei
vel tempor theophrastus. Eum modo omnis
definiebas te.

Full spread photo or illustration

Text box with photo

Text box with multiple photos |

Large photo by Dayne Topkin inset by Alex Guillaume, both on Unsplash

Butterfly by Photo by Suzanne D. Williams, caterpillar by Joshua J. Cotten,

chrysalis by William Warby all on Unsplash



Photo by James Wheeler on Unsplash

Photo of snow by lan Schneider, tree by Khamkéo Vilaysing, on Unsplash

Speech bubble

W h at D 0 putant invidunt,

? quaeque electram
Monarchs Eat? nec exinamt sl

at essent

putant.

Photo by Joshua J. Cotten on Unsplash

Character
Electram ; g_mde ina
putant . 3 circle

L]
Text box with photo

EXTREME STORMS

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, ex
eum dolore quodsi. Cu prima
meliore graecis nam, ei vel tempor
theophrastus. Nec rebum sanctus ne.
Eum modo omnis definiebas te.

SNOW

Lorem ipsum dolor
sit amet, ex eum
dolore quodsi. Cu
prima meliore graecis
nam, ei vel tempor

M theophrastus.

Photo by Lucy Chian on Unsplash

Full page photo or illustration with transparent text box



Design Elements Included in the Template

To help you get started, the template contains the following set of elements for
your use.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,
ex eum dolore quodsi. Cu
prima meliore graecis omnis.

Small text box with small image

Large text box

Oriole

Photo box with label

Electra putan

Text box with text and image Pointer boxes



Cu prima meli
grae nam, ei vel
tempor theophrastus.
Nec rebum sanctus
ne. Eum mod omnis
definiebas te.

Speech bubble1

Speech bubble 2

Lorem ipsom
cu prima meli gra nam,
ei vel tempor thhrastus.
Nec rebum graecis
an ne.

v,

Character guide (girl)

“Cu prima meligrae
nam, ei vel tempor theo Character guide (boy)
phrastus. Nec rebum
sanctus febo ne. Eum mod
omnis definiebas te.”

Quote

Character guide in circle (girl) Character guide in circle (boy)



EXTREME STORMS

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, ex
eum dolore quodsi. Cu prima

meliore graecis nam, ei vel tempor
theophrastus. Nec rebum sanctus ne.
Eum modo omnis definiebas te.

Transparent text box



Design Elements Included in the Template (continued)

When you open the “Leveled Reader Nonfiction_155x210” template, you will
find the design elements on the first two pages and the pasteboards.

These design elements are a starting point, and the sizes and colors may
be changed to fit your needs. You may also enjoy creating your own design
elements to suit the content and spirit of your book.

TRANSPARENT TEXT BOX
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, ex eum
dolore quodsi. Cu prima meliore graecis

nam, ei vel tempor theophrastus. Nec
rebum sanctus ne. Eum modo omnis
definiebas te.
I
Pointer
box

Sme Ilmboanhsvmll “Cu prima meligras

"mcwm Im

graccis omnis persequerk




The design elements can also be found in the InDesign CC Libraries panel. You
can simply click and drag the element you want to use onto your page.

X «

¢ CC Libraries

< READER NONFICTION DESIGN E.. €}

Q, Search all libraries v

Y =l

“Cu prima meligrae nam, ei
vel tempor theo phrastus.
Nec rebum sanctus febo ne.
Eum mod omnis definiebas
fe =

l
Pointer
box
I
B

graecls omnls |

Lorem ipsom
cu prima meli gra nam,
ei vel tempor thhrastus.
Nec rebum graecis
anne.

TRANSPARENT TEXT BOX
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, ex eum
dolore quodsi. Cu prima meliore graecis

definiebas te.




Using Parent Pages
The parent pages have blue page margins and red bleed margins.

All full-page or full-spread bleed images must extend to the outer red bleed
margin.

Typography should not go outside of the blue page margins.

Page numbers are on each parent page, set in Andika. To unlock page numbers,
highlight the pages you would like to unlock in the Pages panel, and choose
“Override All Parent Page Items” from the panel menu.

Bleed margin

AN

~ Page margins




Using Parent Pages (continued)

The parent pages include text pages with page numbers, as well as templates
for the inside front and back covers. There is also a “Parent_No Page Numbers”
parent page with no page numbers. Use this parent page for your front and back

covers.

Important Note: When parent pages are opened, all items on the pages will be
locked. To unlock the items, highlight the pages you would like to unlock,
and choose “Override All Parent Page Items” from the box menu. Now all items

on the pages will be unlocked.

*
% Pages

[Nane]

A-Parent

B-Parent_No Page Numbers

C-Parent_Inside Front Cover

D-Parant_Inside Back Cover

-

™

bl

7 Pages in 4 Spreads

B-Parent_Mo Page Mumber

D-Farent_Inside Back Cove

Insert Pages...
Move Pages...

Duplicate Spread

C-Parent_Inside Front Cow Duplicate Spread at End of Document

Delete Spread
#® Hide Spread

Print Spread...

New Parent...
arent Options...
Apply Parent to Pages...

Override All Parent Page ltems AL

Parent Pages >

[T

Create Alternate Layout...

=

Numbering & Section Options...

Allow Document Pages to Shuffle
v Allow Selected Spread to Shuffle

Page Attributes >
"

7 Pages in 4 Spreads & G



Using Layers for Text and Multiple Languages

All text on your pages should be on a separate layer, not on the same layer as
the Illustrations and photos. This allows you to add multiple language versions
of your book in one InDesign file.

X << | X
¢ Layers = ¢ Layers =
© I > English o I > English O
© I > Illustrations # O © I > Wolof A O
> French O
If your book will be published in only one © | > ustrations -

language, you will need only one text

layer, as shown above. Your text layers
should be named with the name of the
language you are using.

If your book will be published in several
languages, create a layer for each language,
and name them accordingly. You can hide
the languages you are not using by clicking
off the “eye” icon in the left column.

Text Color

Books in more than one language: it is important to use only 100% black text
on all interior pages. Using any other color will increase printing costs.

Books in one language only: you may also use white text over colored
backgrounds, photos or illustrations.

Colored text may be used for front and back covers.



Recommended Font Family

The recommended typeface for the Leveled Reader Fiction template is
Andika. Andika has several font styles available. All fonts are free and can be
downloaded from https://fonts.google.com

ABCDEFGHIJKLMnopqgrstuvwxyz

Andika Regular

ABCDEFGHIJKLMnopqgrstuvwxyz

Andika Regular ltalic

ABCDEFGHIJKLMnopqrstuvwxyz

Andika Bold

ABCDEFGHIJKLMnopgqgrstuvwxyz

Andika Bold ltalic

Font Size

Font size will depend on how much text you have on each page. If possible, keep
the font size consistent throughout the book for each design element. The font
size may increase or decrease to fit your text comfortably. The sample below is
Andika Regular, 17/23 point. (17 pt. is the type size, 23 pt. is the leading.)

Science is the process that takes us from

confusion to understanding.

— Brian Greene



Using Paragraph Styles

Your book will contain multiple type styles for different types of information, as
you have seen in the book samples on the previous pages. The most efficient
way to specify your type style is to use the Paragraph Styles panel. Highlight the
text you want to style, and then select the desired style from the panel list. All of
the styles in the template use the Andika type family.

If you need a style that is not on the list, you can create a new style and add it to
the list. Learn more about creating paragraph and character styles here.

X <

¢ Paragraph Styles

X

(Mixed) [a+]
[Basic Paragraph]
Head level 1 - 47/51
Head level 2 - 19/23
Body Text - 17/23
Small Text - 10/12
Photo box label - 15.5/18
Pointer box head - 15.5/18.5
Pointer box text - 14/17
Speech bubble text - 9.5/11.5
Quote - 11.5/15.5

R B 9 &


https://helpx.adobe.com/indesign/using/paragraph-character-styles.html

Nonfiction Book Samples for Inspiration

Following are sample nonfiction readers to illustrate layouts using similar
elements, but with different designs.
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Why do birds Iuve
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By Ruth Owen
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FeathersiforiSurvival

Emperor penguins live in Antarctica, where
temperatures can drop to -40°F (-40°C).

To survive the extreme cold, emperor penguins have
a covering of 30,000 waterproof contour feathers.

Under this outer layer are up to 150,000
insulating down feathers.

<y
mmmﬁ%

W% * “ 00 Nﬁ,l

Emperor penguins hunt for fish in the

freezing ocean. Sometimes they dive up to 4
1,600 feet (488 m) beneath the icy water! w

12

Let’s Talk
How did scientists
discover how many
feathers an emperor

penguin has?
(The answer is on page 24)

D

Why Do Birds Have Feathers? © Ruby Tuesday Books Ltd., 2021



WWMWMM Al AR Tl

Fantastic]Feathers

Birds are the only animals with feathers.

Their feathery covering protects them

from thorns, insects, hot
sun, wind, rain,
and snow.

A bird moves its feathers as it
flies or when it shows off.

It may pull them close to its
body to keep warm.

The feathers are attached
to tiny muscles that allow
a bird to move them.

Why Do Birds Have Feathers? © Ruby Tuesday Books Ltd., 2021



How]DoYFeathersiGrow?;

When a chick hatches, it has a covering of tiny, fluffy
feathers called down.

(G gy ¥EX

Soon the feathers begin
to uncurl from the tips
of the tubes.

After a few days, tiny
spikes sprout from
the chick’s body.

Each spike is a new
feather that’s rolled
up like a tiny tube.

If you want to see
an adult cockatiel, ¢
turn to page 23.

3

Why Do Birds Have Feathers? © Ruby Tuesday Books Ltd., 2021




Plants with
patterns

PRe5.
[ eT— Qw

Mubicslered plants—abn knosn o1
wariegated plarti—art popalar with
amdarvies Vesi g ware i pinire, )
green jurts of dhe bearern fhat trap munght
20 Barvet B (e, 50wt or el
patehes wkyw phinl growih 40w

Wirghals watesteal

Trees, Leaves, Flowers & Seeds © DK Our World in Pictures, 2019



Hippopotamus

»

To stay cool, hippos spend
most of their day in
rivers and lakes.

Jungle Animals © Little Hippo Books, 2022

W N o ).
\Sheep’sjLife)
A Sheep’s)
Animals such as sheep, cCOWs and dogs are ;
aby mammal grows inside its

mammals. A b
mother’s body.

Mammals are animals with hair, fur
or wool. A mammal mother feeds her
babies with milk from her body.

Growing and Changing © Ruby Tuesday Books LTD, 2016



Designing the Book Cover

A good book cover must be eye-catching and inviting. This can be achieved by
using bright colors, enticing images, and fun typography.

Use the “Parent_no page numbers” parent page for the cover. The cover
should include the author’s name and the illustrator’s name. If the text was
translated, please include the translator’s name as well.

Designer Tip: Try designing the cover after the interior pages are completed. By
designing the interior pages first, you will become familiar with the content and
you will have created the mood and spirit of the book. With the interior pages
completed, the cover will be fun and easy to design.

\/J )JUN}U

Photo by Suzanne D. Williams on Unsplash



Choosing the Cover Font

Choose a font that reflects the spirit of your content, photos and illustrations.
Get creative by using drop shadows, outlines, multiple colors, etc. Try putting
your title on a curve, or changing the sizes of words and letters. The title
treatment is a great way to create excitement.

Following are some recommended fonts to use for your covers. All fonts are free
and can be downloaded from https://fonts.google.com

Lilita
AaBbCcDdEeFfGgHhIiJjKkLI

Rampart Ons
Aa3bCeDd2aF g hliljik

Gluten
AaBbCCDOJEeFfGgHhIliJjKk

Pompiere

AaBbCcDdEeFGgHiJjKkLIMm

Bitter
AaBbCcDdEeFfGgHhIiJjKKL

LUCKIeST GUY
ABCDECFGHIJKLMINNNOPQR

Balsamic
AaBbCcDdEeFfGgHhIiJjK

Andika
AaBbCcDdEeFfGgHhIi

Itim
AaBbCcDdEeFfGgHhIiJjKk

Titan One
AaBbCcDdEeFfGgHhiijjKk



Book Cover Samples for Inspiration

The following samples illustrate some successful designs and simple type
manipulations to make your book cover fun and interesting.

‘,ﬁvsnmoeq qm’f%n DNAT,ONM K M I THSONIANGS
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© Orion Children’s Books, 2015 © National Geographic Readers, 2012 © DK Our World in Pictures, 2019
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The Ultimate Book

© Twirl, 2016 © Time for Kids, 2011 © Harper Collins, 2020



Creating the Title Page

The title page is the first page of the book—a bridge between the cover and the
story—setting the stage for the excitement to follow. The title page should use a
similar title treatment to the cover’s, but the title and bylines are smaller.

Copyright Information on the Inside Front Cover

Use the “Inside Front Cover” parent page template for copyright information.
The text for your inside front cover will be delivered by the publisher and may
include a logo, address, and the website link of the copyright owner. Publishers
may also include logos of funders, a mission statement, or a dedication, as well
as the names of the editor, designer, printer, or others involved in the creation
of the book.

MOﬂ&l’CI‘IS

Copyright Owner/Publisher Name and Logo
Address
www.website_link.com

Boilerplate copyright information such as:
Date

All rights reserved.

Additional copyright information from
puplisher goes here.

The inside front cover may also include By Author Name
a logo, address and website link of the
copyright owner. Publishers may also
include logos of funders, a mission
statement, or a dedication, as well as the
names of the editor, designer, printer, or
others involved in the creation of the book.

Inside front cover Title page

Photo by Joshua J. Cotten on Unsplash



Inside Back Cover with Author/lllustrator Biography

Use the “Inside Back Cover” parent page template for the author, illustrator
or photographer biographies. When possible, include a portrait with the
biographies.

Discussion

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet?

Author Name
Lorem ipsum dolor sit
amet, te dissentiet
appellantur usu, id
est paulo intellegat eloquentiam.
Eu ius delenit constituto, et nec

1. Ut primis iudicabit
nam, ex his velit error,
audiam principes pro
ut. Ea vim partem

kX : dolorem recusabo. Hinc
elaboraret per an, te oblique commune mea?

diceret convenire reformidans, his
perpetua delicatissimi ut.

5 Et mazim ridens argumentum usu.
Zi
Photographer Name
Lorem ipsum dolor sit
amet, te dissentiet
appellantur usu, id

est paulo intellegat eloquentiam.
Eu ius delenit constituto, et nec

2.Ad pri sonet
persequeris. Omnium
fastidii nec ut. Ut primis
iudicabit nam, ex his velit
error, audiam principes
pro ut. Ea vim partem dolorem recusabo.
Hinc elaboraret per an, te oblique ea vidit
commune mea?

diceret convenire reformidans,
his perpetua delicatissimi ut. Et
mazim ridens argumentum usu.
Eligendi hendrerit eum id. Ut eum
clita laudem habemus.

14

Inside back cover with bios and portraits

Photo by Jack T on Unsplash



Back Cover Book Synopsis

Use the “Parent_no page numbers” parent page for the back cover. The back
cover is ideal for a preview of the types of images used in the book, and a short
synopsis of the content, as shown in the example below.

Monarchs




Copyright & Licensing Information

© 2024 International Bank for Reconstruction and Development / The World Bank
1818 H Street NW, Washington, DC 20433
Telephone: 202-473-1000; internet; www.worldbank.org

Some rights reserved. This work is a product of the staff of The World Bank with external contributions. The findings,
interpretations, and conclusions expressed in this work do not necessarily reflect the views of The World Bank, its Board of
Executive Directors, or the governments they represent. The World Bank does not guarantee the accuracy, completeness,
or currency of the data included in this work and does not assume responsibility for any errors, omissions, or discrep-
ancies in the information, or liability with respect to the use of or failure to use the information, methods, processes, or
conclusions set forth. The boundaries, colors, denominations, and other information shown on any map in this work do
not imply any judgment on the part of The World Bank concerning the legal status of any territory or the endorsement or
acceptance of such boundaries.

Nothing herein shall constitute or be construed or considered to be a limitation upon or waiver of the privileges and
immunities of The World Bank, all of which are specifically reserved.

Rights and Permissions

(oRoi

This work is available under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license (CC BY 4.0) https://creativecom-
mons.org/licenses/by/4.0/. Under the Creative Commons Attribution license, you are free to copy, distribute, transmit, and
adapt this work, including for commercial purposes, under the following conditions:

Attribution: Please cite the work as follows: World Bank. 2023. 100 First Children’s Books: Recommendations for a first
collection of children’s literature. Washington, DC: World Bank. License: Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International

Translations: If you create a translation of this work, please add the following disclaimer along with the attribution: This
translation was not created by The World Bank and should not be considered an official World Bank translation. The World
Bank shall not be liable for any content or error in this translation.

Adaptations: If you create an adaptation of this work, please add the following disclaimer along with the attribution:
This s an adaptation of an original work by The World Bank. Views and opinions expressed in the adaptation are the sole
responsibility of the author or authors of the adaptation and are not endorsed by The World Bank.

Third-party content: The World Bank does not necessarily own each component of the content contained within the work.
The World Bank therefore does not warrant that the use of any third-party-owned individual component or part contained
in the work will not infringe on the rights of those third parties. The risk of claims resulting from such infringement rests
solely with you. If you wish to reuse a component of the work, it is your responsibility to determine whether permission is
needed for that reuse and to obtain permission from the copyright owner. Examples of components can include, but are
not limited to, tables, figures, or images.

All queries on rights and licenses should be addressed to World Bank Publications, The World Bank Group, 1818 H Street
NW, Washington, DC 20433, USA; e-mail: pubrights@worldbank.org.
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The 100 First Children’s Books Templates

The 100 First Children’s Books guideline offers recommendations for “first collection” of children’s literature. It is intended
for Read@Home and other early reading programs involved in the development and/or selection of books to support
children’s pre-reading and early reading skills.

To support the development of the books suggested in the guideline, Read@Home has also created a series of InDesign
templates for designers. Each template contains two parts:

* An InDesign Master Template in the proper trim size, with pre-created parent pages for ease of use.

» A PDF Users’ Guide to aid designers working with the templates.

The following templates are available:

First Book Template
* These are square books. The square size mimics the format of most board books for this age group.

Picturebook Template
* This template is fairly large, in order to give space for interesting images and engaging design.
* This template can be used for fiction or nonfiction.
* |t is available in both portrait and landscape trims.

Leveled Reader - Fiction Template
* This template is available only in portrait trim, and at a smaller size than a picturebook.
* The size is standard for leveled readers in the children’s book industry.

Leveled Reader - Nonfiction Template
* This template includes nonfiction features such as a table of contents, captions, sidebars, and bibliographies.

Comic Template
* This template includes panel layouts for sequential storytelling.
* |ts user guide also includes more detailed information about developing comic books, as their process is more
complex than standard narrative books.

Important Notes
All links connect to the Early Literacy Resource Network. You can also search “100 First Children’s Books” on the site to
find a web page containing all the relevant resources.

The trim sizes for these templates were selected by Blue Tree Group.
* They are based on cost-effectiveness for offset print runs of 10k+, on coated paper for the brightest color
reproduction.
* Print runs between 2500 and 10k are generally printed in a sheet machine with no cut-off feed, thus trim size
also plays a minor role in cost.
* Print runs under 2500 are generally most affordable when printed digitally on-demand, thus trim size is a less
critical cost factor.

Suggestions about procurement, cover and paper weight, and other helpful topics are available at Early Literacy Resource
Network.


https://www.earlylearningresourcenetwork.org/
https://www.earlylearningresourcenetwork.org/
https://www.earlylearningresourcenetwork.org/



