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Title page. Include title, subtitle (if any), your team’s names, and design 
to your heart’s content.

Imprint page. Please add your team’s names, and the city and date. 
We’ll add the ISBN later.

Every child should own a hundred books by the age of five. To that end, Book Dash gathers creative professionals 

who volunteer to create new, African storybooks that anyone can freely translate and distribute. To find out more, 

and to download beautiful, print-ready books, visit bookdash.org.

There Must be a Rainbow

Illustrated by Sinomonde Ngwane
Written by Nerissa Govender
Designed by Thulisizwe Mamba
with the help of the Book Dash participants in Durban on 7 November 2015.

ISBN: 978-1-928318-36-1

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 Licence (http://creativecommons.org/
licenses/by/4.0/). You are free to share (copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format) and 
adapt (remix, transform, and build upon the material) this work for any purpose, even commercially. The 
licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the following license terms:

Attribution: You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were 
made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses 
you or your use.
No additional restrictions: You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict 
others from doing anything the license permits.
Notices: You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or 
where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation.
No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended 
use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the 
material.

there-must-be-a-rainbow_interior.indd   4there-must-be-a-rainbow_interior.indd   4 2021/01/19   08:182021/01/19   08:18



Title page. Include title, subtitle (if any), your team’s names, and design 
to your heart’s content.

Imprint page. Please add your team’s names, and the city and date. 
We’ll add the ISBN later.

Sinomonde Ngwane | Nerissa Govender | Thulisizwe Mamba

AN AFRICAN TALE OF HOPE

THERE MUST BE 
A RAINBOW

there-must-be-a-rainbow_interior.indd   5there-must-be-a-rainbow_interior.indd   5 2021/01/19   08:182021/01/19   08:18



Story spread 1

Nestled in the Kingdom of the Zulu is 
a magnificent place called the Valley.
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Story spread 2

A little girl called Jabulile lives here. Jabulile 
was always a happy child. She was also 
curious, and full of questions about life. 

Everything fascinated her.
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Story spread 3

Jabulile’s father was a mielie farmer. 
Her mother was a teacher. They taught 
her to dream big dreams. Jabulile’s 
biggest dream was to help people.
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Story spread 4

Everyone in the village was Jabulile’s friend, 
especially the elders. They taught her about
the wise men and women who once lived in
the Valley. Jabulile also wanted to be wise.
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Story spread 5

One awful day, the clouds began to gather 
over the Valley. Everything grew dark and 
grey. An ugly storm swept over the land.
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Story spread 6

Great gusts of wind blew the roofs 
off the huts. All the animals lost their 
homes. It was a very sad day.

there-must-be-a-rainbow_interior.indd   16there-must-be-a-rainbow_interior.indd   16 2021/01/19   08:182021/01/19   08:18



Story spread 6

there-must-be-a-rainbow_interior.indd   17there-must-be-a-rainbow_interior.indd   17 2021/01/19   08:182021/01/19   08:18



Story spread 7

The village folk cried, “What shall we do now?”
“All the crops are ruined!” cried the farmers.
“Our homes are gone!” said the elders.

All hope seemed lost. But Jabulile remembered 
something her wise father once told her.
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Story spread 8

Jabulile started speaking to the villagers. 
“The storm only hurts us,” she said, “because 
of the way we choose to see it. If you look 
up the sun is shining again. It is a new day.

“After every storm, there must be a 
rainbow!” she shouted excitedly.
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Story spread 9

Just then a glorious rainbow 
appeared in the sky.
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Story spread 10

The villagers saw the rainbow and 
they began to smile. It stood as a 
promise that the storm was over.
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Story spread 11

The villagers rebuilt their homes.  
Farmers planted new crops. The grass 
grew greener than ever before.
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Story spread 12

Once again there was hope and 
happiness in the Valley.
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