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Every child should own a hundred books by the age of five. To that end, Book Dash gathers 
creative professionals who volunteer to create new, African storybooks that anyone can freely 
translate and distribute. To find out more, and to download beautiful, print-ready books, visit 
bookdash.org.

Title page. Include title, subtitle (if any), your team’s names, and 
design to your heart’s content.

Imprint page. Please add your team’s names, and the city and 
date. We’ll add the ISBN later.

A Very Busy Day 
Illustrated by El Marto
Written by Chisanga Mukuka
Designed by Christian Mokuba
Edited by Joey Kok
with the help of the Book Dash participants in Johannesburg on 26 October 2019.

ISBN: 978-1-928497-79-0

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 Licence (http://creativecommons.
org/licenses/by/4.0/). You are free to share (copy and redistribute the material in any medium 
or format) and adapt (remix, transform, and build upon the material) this work for any purpose, 
even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the following 
license terms:

Attribution: You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes 
were made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the 
licensor endorses you or your use.
No additional restrictions: You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally 
restrict others from doing anything the license permits.
Notices: You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public 
domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation.
No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your 
intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how 
you use the material.
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A very busy day!
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Story spread 1
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Story spread 1

Today is a very busy day! Mama and I 
have lots of things to do and see.
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Story spread 2

We walk to the station and find people in 
a queue. Old people and young people, loud 
people and quiet people, all going to town.

a-very-busy-day_interior_.indd   8a-very-busy-day_interior_.indd   8 2019/11/22   13:342019/11/22   13:34



Story spread 2

a-very-busy-day_interior_.indd   9a-very-busy-day_interior_.indd   9 2019/11/22   13:342019/11/22   13:34



Story spread 3
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Story spread 3

Through the minibus window, 
I see cars driving by. 

Fast cars and slow cars, 
big cars and small cars. 

a-very-busy-day_interior_.indd   11a-very-busy-day_interior_.indd   11 2019/11/22   13:342019/11/22   13:34



Story spread 4
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Story spread 4

There are so many buildings 
in town! Tall ones and short 

ones, glass ones and brick ones, 
everywhere I look. 
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Story spread 5
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Story spread 5

Mama and I walk in and out of shops. 
Shops for clothes and shops for books, 
shops for bags and all sorts of things.
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Story spread 6

Mama tries on some shoes. 
Red shoes and green shoes,
high shoes and low shoes.    
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Story spread 7

Hello!

Bonjour!
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Story spread 7

Bonjour!
Ola! 

Jambo!
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Story spread 9
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Story spread 9

In a big store, we fi ll a trolley with food. 
Boxes of cereal, and sacks of fruit.
Bags of fl our and bottles of juice. 
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Story spread 10
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Story spread 10

Mama shows me the toys and asks me 
to choose! There are soft toys and round 

toys, loud toys and fast toys. 
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Story spread 11

a-very-busy-day_interior_.indd   26a-very-busy-day_interior_.indd   26 2019/11/22   13:342019/11/22   13:34



Story spread 11

Today we’ve bought lots of things! 
Bags of food and bags of clothes. 

A pair of shoes and even some treats. 

a-very-busy-day_interior_.indd   27a-very-busy-day_interior_.indd   27 2019/11/22   13:342019/11/22   13:34



Story spread 12
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Story spread 12

Back at home, in our quiet house, 
I take out the special gift that 

Mama bought just for me! 
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Add a small image in the centre of the page, or leave blank.
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