
Nyamvula is Thirsty
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Story spread 1

Nyamvula is thirsty. 
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Story spread 2
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She talks to her bucket.
“Bucket, bucket, 

give me some water.”

But the bucket stays empty.
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Story spread 3

Nyamvula looks for water 
in the borehole.
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She pleads, 
“Borehole, borehole, 
give me some water.” 

But the borehole is dry. 
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Story spread 4

Nyamvula sees a big 
water tank with a tap. 

“Tap, tap, please 
give me some water,”

asks Nyamvula. 

But the tap runs dry.
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Story spread 6

Nyamvula goes to the river.  

“River, river, please
give me water.”

But the river is dry.

10

ZA_ABP_18_0045_NyamvulaIsThirsty_Inside.indd   10ZA_ABP_18_0045_NyamvulaIsThirsty_Inside.indd   10 6/21/23   09:236/21/23   09:23



 
“You trees, why did you 

drink all this river’s water?” 
asks Nyamvula. 
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Story spread 5
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Nyamvula sees a big dam. 

“Dam, dam, give me water, 
please!” says Nyamvula.

The dam keeps quiet and re-
mains empty.
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Story spread 7

Nyamvula runs to the sea. 
“Surely here I can get some 
water to drink,” she says.

The sea pours bags 
of salt into itself. 
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“Sea water is salty.
I cannot drink this,” 
complains Nyamvula.

15

ZA_ABP_18_0045_NyamvulaIsThirsty_Inside.indd   15ZA_ABP_18_0045_NyamvulaIsThirsty_Inside.indd   15 6/21/23   09:236/21/23   09:23



Story spread 8

Nyamvula calls to 
a passing cloud: 
“Cloud, cloud, 
give me water! 

Give me water now!”

The cloud spits out 
lightning, and drifts closer 

to Nyamvula’s house.
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Thunder fills the air. 

The lightning fills the sky.
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Story spread 9

Frightened, Nyamvula runs 
inside the house. 

The thunder grows louder... 

Nyamvula cries out in fear, 
“Cloud, please forgive me.

I am only asking for 
water. Go back!”
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Story spread 10

It starts to rain.

The rain fills up the dam…
The rain fills up the river…
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The rain fills up the water tank…
The rain fills up the borehole...

21

ZA_ABP_18_0045_NyamvulaIsThirsty_Inside.indd   21ZA_ABP_18_0045_NyamvulaIsThirsty_Inside.indd   21 6/21/23   09:236/21/23   09:23



Story spread 11
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The rain fills up the bucket. 

Happily, Nyamvula 
drinks up all the water.

Every last drop!

23

ZA_ABP_18_0045_NyamvulaIsThirsty_Inside.indd   23ZA_ABP_18_0045_NyamvulaIsThirsty_Inside.indd   23 6/21/23   09:236/21/23   09:23



Imprint page

Copyrights for this book are all held by the creators of each part of the book. They have chosen to license their part under a Creative 
Commons Attribution 4.0 license, which means that the entire book holds this same license. Thus, anyone can freely read, download, 
translate, print, and distribute this book. If you do reuse anything from this book, you must credit the creators.

In 2018, the REACH project supported Room to Read and local South African publishers to 
create 20 new books in South African languages. You hold one of these books in your hand! Each 
book was originally written in Sepedi, siSwati, Xitsonga, Tshivenda or isiZulu. All 20 books are 
available in all of these languages, as well as English. To find out more, visit onedayonebook.org.

The first edition of this book was published by Limpopo Facees.
This book was originally written in Tshivenda by Dorothy Mukhese.
Illustrated by Nompumelelo Mdluli
Designed by Liam Longland
Edited by Katherine Hofmeyr
with the help of the One Day One Book participants in Johannesburg on 9 June 2018.

If you are interested in purchasing more copies of this book, please contact the publisher:
Limpopo Faces
P.O. Box 5828, Polokwane North, 0750 
22 Hyde Park, corner Giraffe and Springbok Street, Fauna Park, 0787, Polokwane, Limpopo, South Africa
Domina Munzhelele | 071 149 6213 | 081 514 2337 | limpopofaces@webmail.co.za | domina@hotmail.co.za

This project was funded by Results in Education for All Children (REACH) trust fund at the World Bank and the 
Global Book Alliance, and supported by the Department of Basic Education.

Room to Read South Africa
1209 Francis Baard Street, The Gables, 1 Floor, Hatfield, Pretoria 0028, South Africa
www.roomtoread.org
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